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� Available online at:
� http://www.doe.k12.de.us
� http://www.doe.k12.de.us/infosuites/staff/ci/d

efault.shtml
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� What students will know, do, and 
understand

� Benchmark
� Big Idea(s)
� Enduring Understandings
� Essential Questions
� Knowledge and Skills
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� History Standard One 4 -5a: Students will 

study historical events and persons 
within a given time -frame in order to 
create a chronology and identify related 
cause -and-effect factors.

� History Standard Two 4 -5b: Students will 
examine historical materials relating to a 
particular region, society, or theme; 
chronologically arrange them, and 
analyze change over time.
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� Chronology
� Causation
� Change Over Time
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� History is often messy, yet those who write about 
the past must logically organize events, recognize 
patterns and trends, explain cause and effect, make 
inferences, and draw conclusions from those 
sources which are available at the time.

� The questions an investigator chooses to guide 
historical research will affect which events will go 
into the chronology and which will be left out. 
Competing chronologies can both be accurate, yet 
may not be equally relevant to the specific topic at 
hand.

� Researchers must prove where the information can 
be found that is the basis for historical conclusions.
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� To what extent does one event always 
lead to another event?

- How might organizing a chronology in a 
timeline help us understand to what extent 
one event leads to another event?
- How do cause & effect help us 
understand to what extent one event 
leads to another event?

� How should historical sources be used to 
look for change?
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Students will know…
� Content appropriate vocabulary 

� Chronology
� Timeline
� Cause & effect
� Short-range vs. long-range causes

� Events leading to the establishment of Delaware as a colony, 
particularly the rise and fall of New Sweden

� How to use primary & secondary sources to explain change over time
� Causes and effects involve multiple, messy relationships and are not 

simply linear. 
Students will be able to…
� Use time frame devices such as a timeline and story map to create a 

chronology
� Use a time line to apply the concept of cause & effect
� Trace an activity or idea over a long period and explain why changes 

took place
� Develop, implement, and communicate new ideas to others
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� Transfer Task

� Real-world Application
� Aligned to the Unit Essential Question(s)
� Show evidence of benchmark mastery

� Opportunities for Self-Assessment and Reflection
� Checks for Understandings are used to direct learning and 

are not intended to be graded. Instead, the rubrics will help 
teachers frame feedback.

� All students should participate in formative checks. (i.e. an 
oral format could take the form of a Think/Pair/Share; a 
written format could take the form of an exit ticket).
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� Problem: Many Americans fail to consider the 

significance of Sweden’s exploration and colonization in 
North America.

� Role/Perspective: You are a historian working for the 
Kalmar Nyckel Foundation. 

� Product/Performance: The Kalmar Nyckel Foundation expects 
you to create a product in the form of a brochure (1), a traveling 
museum display (2), a laser talk (3), or a web page (4). The 
purpose of the product is to help students understand the 
significance of how Sweden influenced the colonization of 
Delaware and the development of America. Regardless of format 
the product should include three parts: 
� Part One: The Rise of New Sweden
� Part Two: The Fall of New Sweden
� Part Three: The Lasting Legacy of 

New Sweden
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The paragraph 
explaining the 
effects of New 
Sweden is 
minimally 
developed

The paragraph 
explaining the 
effects of New 
Sweden is partially 
developed

The paragraph 
explaining the 
effects of New 
Sweden is 
thoroughly 
developed

A paragraph 
explaining the 
effects of New 
Sweden on the 
area now known as 
Wilmington.

Few causes and 
effects on the 
graphic organizer 
are accurately 
related to the rise of 
New Sweden 

Most causes and 
effects on the 
graphic organizer 
are accurately 
related to the rise of 
New Sweden 

Both causes and 
effects on the 
graphic organizer 
are accurately 
related to the rise of 
New Sweden 

A Cause and Effect 
Graphic Organizer 
showing why New 
Sweden was built

Score Point 1Score Point 2Score Point 3

Scoring Category
This product 
provides…
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� Elements of the learning plan

� Scaffolded instruction
� Instructional strategies that are selected based on 

content, needs of the students, and the cognitive 
demand of the benchmark

� Activities that are engaging, varied, relevant & 
developmentally appropriate

� Differentiated instruction
� Encourages student inquiry
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· How might 
organizing a 
chronology in a 
timeline help us 
understand to 
what extent one 
event leads to 
another event?
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� Post a chart of the school year on the board. Ask 
students to individually brainstorm events that tim e 
place in the school through out the year. 

� After students have made their lists ask them to ge t 
together with a partner. The pairs should compare 
the lists and then add to or delete items from thei r 
lists based on the discussion. Students should also  
begin to categorize the events by month. 

� After the partners have had an opportunity to share , 
ask each group to report one event that they think 
should be included. As the events are reported add 
them to the chart on the board. After all of the 
groups are finished, explain to students that this 
chart is known in history as a timeline. 
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� Have the pairs then answer the questions :
� What types of events should be included on a timeli ne focusing 

on school events?
� Why is it important to have a topic as the focus for a timeline?
� How might a timeline about your life outside of scho ol between 

August and June look different from the classroom crea ted 
timeline?

� Why does this timeline begin with August and end wi th June? 
How might a timeline be organized differently? (At t he K-3 level 
students are expected to understand the concepts of d ay, 
week, month, year, decade, & century. If there is a g ap in 
understanding these concepts re-teaching will be nece ssary.) 

� What might be other ways to organize a chronology i.e.  other 
than a timeline (e.g. web, pigeon foot)? Which meth od might be 
better? Why?



������!
	�����	��
�����

� How does a timeline help organize 
events? Support your answer with an 
example. 

� Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid explanation with an 

accurate and relevant example.  
� 1 – This response gives a valid explanation with an 

inaccurate, irrelevant, or no example.
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� The teacher should describe major events in his/her life up to 

that point in time (i.e. graduating from college, becoming teacher, 
getting married, etc.) After you describe these events place them 
on a timeline on the board. 

� Afterward introduce the term chronology (the arrangement of 
facts and events in the order of time). Tell students that the 
timeline that you created on the board is an example of a 
vertical timeline but the chronology can also be expressed 
using a horizontal timeline . Then distribute a horizontal timeline 
of these events that you previously created. 

� Ask students to create a chronology of their lives up to that 
point in time using either a vertical or a horizont al timeline.
They might include events like graduating from kindergarten, 
moving schools, moving to a new house, having a new baby 
brother/sister in the house, learning a sport, etc. Remind 
students that it’s sometimes easier to brainstorm on a sheet of 
paper first and then place the events on the timeline. 
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� Have students get into pairs and exchange 

their chronologies. Each student should 
summarize their partner’s chronology aloud.

� The students should then share one event 
that they believed influenced future events 
with explanation of how it influence the future. 



� How might organizing a chronology using a 
timeline help people understand history? 
Support your answer with an example.

Or, 
� Why might timelines (or chronologies) be 

considered so valuable to those who study the 
past? Support your answer with an example.

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid explanation with an accurate and 

relevant example.  
� 1 – This response gives a valid explanation with an inaccurate, 

irrelevant, or no example. 

Check for Understanding
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� Creating a Timeline for
the Life of Peter Minuit

� Students will create a vertical or horizontal chronology (time line) for the 
life of Peter Minuit. First, ask students to individually read the 
biography (HANDOUT #1.3) and use selective underlin g or 
highlighting to help them identify events that should be include d 
on the timeline. Have them circle dates and underline associated 
events or use different colored highlighters to identify different date-
event pairs . Then ask students to individually create their timelines of 
the life of Peter Minuit. 

� Have students get into pairs, exchange their chronologies then 
compare & contrast their two timelines.  Ask each student to circle one 
event on the timeline. Then ask the students to look at the timeline 
and determine what events prior to that time helped  cause the 
event to occur. The students should circle that eve nt with a 
contrasting color . On their paper they should record which color 
represents the cause and which represents the effect.
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� A class-wide debriefing should conclude the 
strategy. Discussion should focus on the 
timeline of events in the life of Peter Minuit 
and events that influenced future events. 
Specific questions might also include:

� How are timelines organized? 
� What do timelines help us to see (e.g. 

causes, effects, relationships, 
changes, trends)?
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� How might a timeline help people 
understand the life of Peter Minuit? 
Support your answer with an example. 

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid explanation with an 

accurate and relevant example.  
� 1 – This response gives a valid explanation with an 

inaccurate, irrelevant, or no example.
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� Have students use information from the 

previous strategy and Handout #1.4 to 
conduct a discussion web in which they 
respond to the question:

� How do the events in the chronology of 
New Sweden help us understand to what 
extent one event leads to another event? 
� Support your answer with examples of how one 

event leads to another event. 
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� How to conduct a discussion web:
� A student draws on research conducted in the previous strategy, 

the class textbook, from previous classroom discussions, and 
from personal experiences as he/she thinks about the question 
and discusses with a partner.

� The partners must come up with evidence that supports a 
response.  Opinions are fine as long as they are supported by 
information from the text or by personal experience.

� Then the partners are paired with another set of partners to form 
a discussion group.  The members of the group share their 
responses.  Together, they reach a consensus on a point of view.
Then student groups have the opportunity to share their point of
view with the entire class.

� As a follow-up, students might be asked to debate the question, 
to support and write their individual opinions, or to discuss as a 
class. 
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Use the personal timeline that you created in Strategy 
Two to answer:

How might organizing a chronology in a 
timeline help us understand to what extent 
one event in your life led to other events?                     

Support your answer with an example.

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid explanation with an accurate and relevant 

example.  
� 1 – This response gives a valid explanation with an inaccurate, irrelevant, or 

no example. 
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· How do cause 
& effect help us 
understand to 
what extent one 
event leads to 
another event?
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� Using an idea from an E.L.A. text or an idea from their 

own life, students should review the concept of cause 
and effect by creating a skit which emphasizes the 
concept of cause and effect. 

� Ideas from E.L.A. texts can be found at: 
http://www.librarything.com/tag/cause%20and%20effect
&more=1

� Resources to support the writing of the skits include:
� Webpage created to assist students in the writing of their 

play: http://www.kids-space.org/HPT/1a/11a.html
� PBS Kids Zoom Playhouse includes examples of plays 

written by students: 
http://pbskids.org/zoom/activities/playhouse/
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� After the skit or play is written students 

should create a fishbone map or other 
graphic organizer to show cause and effect 
relationships. 

Templates for such 
graphic organizers can 
be found at:
http://www.educationo
asis.com/curriculum/G
O/cause_effect.htm
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How might cause and effect help a reader 
understand chronology? Support your 
answer with an example.

Rubric 
� 2 – This response gives a valid explanation with an 

accurate and relevant example.  
� 1 – This response gives a valid explanation with an 

inaccurate, irrelevant, or no example.
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� Graphic organizers have proven to be a research 
based best practice to assist students in organizing 
information. To better understand the relationship of 
cause and effect, the analogy of a tree can be used 
with the roots representing the causes or influence 
and the branches representing the effects[1]. 

� [1] Jeff Zwiers; Developing Academic Thinking Skills in Grades 6-12: A 
Handbook of Multiple Intelligence Activities; c. 2004 by the International 
Reading Association.
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Branches and Fruit = Visible Signs 
and Effects

� 1. Tim becomes the lead 
saxophone player and earns the 
“first chair” seat

� 2. Tim gets a solo in the band 
concert. 

� 3. Time gets a spot in the 
County All Star Band. 

Roots = Underlying Causes and 
Influences

� 1. Tim practices his saxophone 
every night.

� 2. Tim attends all of his band 
practices. 

� 3. Tim listens during band 
practices and follows the 
directions given. 
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Are trees good ways of showing 
cause and effect relationships? 
Explain why or why not. 

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid decision with an accurate 

and relevant explanation. 
� 1 – This response gives a valid decision with an 

inaccurate, irrelevant, or no explanation.



"	

������������	�$����		
�'�	������(��	�������+ %�� ����������,	�

� Prior to beginning the graphic organizer the teacher 
should introduce the concept of long term versus 
short term causes. 

Notes to the Teacher:
� Those who investigate the past are very interested 

in causes and effect, especially those that might 
offer guidance for present day decisions. Causes 
and effects are sometimes categorized as long term 
and short term. Short term causes arise just 
before an event. Long term causes begin well 
before the event and take time to build up.
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� Suppose one of your friends came to school really 
happy today. What might be a long term cause of 
his or her happiness (e.g. teacher said he or she 
was special on the first day of school). What might 
be a short term cause of the happiness (e.g. got a 
good grade on yesterday’s quiz)? 

� Students will work with a partner to identify 
something for which there might be long and short 
term causes. They should be prepared to share the 
event as well as the long and short term causes. 
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� Using the example from the previous 
strategy, have students work in pairs to think 
about the events that should go into planning 
a family vacation. When students finish have 
volunteers report at least one event. As a 
class the students will determine if it would be 
considered a long range vs. short range 
causes/factors that led to that particular 
vacation at that time. 
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Your parents are teachers so 
vacations are always planned during 
the summer.  It would be impossible 
to go on a family vacation in 
September. 

In addition your parents do not want 
you to miss school. 

Your family saves throughout the 
year and uses the money to plan a 
big vacation. During winter and 
spring break the time is used to visit 
family & do house projects. 

Your family ALWAYS takes a 
summer trip to a different place. The 
goal is to eventually visit all 50 
states!

There is a sale on plane tickets or 
the hotel

The family packed their suitcases 
and is ready to leave town

The dog was taken to the kennel or 
Grandma’s house

The maps or GPS system is in the 
car, snacks are packed, and the gas 
tank is full 

Long range Short range 
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� Students should 
then use one of 
the other 
examples they 
used from 
Lesson Two, 
Strategy Two to 
begin 
determining 
short range vs. 
long range 
causes.

Tim has always liked 
music

Tim is very creative 
Tim’s father is in a 
symphony  and has 
always invited the entire 
family to listen to him 

play

Tim practices his 
saxophone every night

Tim attends all of his 
band practices
Tim listens during band 
practices and follows the 
directions given 

Long range 
causes 

Short range 
causes 

For example : 
Tim gets a solo in the band concert.



��	����������	�
�������

Ask the students to interview their parents about why 
they live in their current house. Ask them to identify 
long and short term causes then create a fishbone 
map or other graphic organizer that shows both long 
and short term causes (i.e. Closer to work? Larger? 
Smaller? Less expensive? Relatives nearby? Etc?)

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid reason with an accurate and 

relevant explanation. 
� 1 – This response gives a valid reason with an inaccurate, irrelevant, 

or no explanation. 
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� After re-reading Handout #1.3 students will create a 

story map of the events leading to the rise of New 
Sweden (Handout #2.4 ). 

� Ask students to write, summaries of what happened 
at the beginning, middle, and end of the story about 
Peter Minuit. Their story maps should focus on 
events for which they can decribe cause and effect 
relationships and include benchmark appropriate 
terms such as cause, effect, change. Then, draw the 
4 scenes to the left of each summary. 
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Why might using a story map be helpful 
when analyzing cause and effect or 
change? Explain your answer.  

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid reason with an 

accurate and relevant explanation. 
� 1 – This response gives a valid reason with an 

inaccurate, irrelevant, or no explanation. 
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� After reading Handout #2.5 students will create a 
timeline of events after the landing of the Kalmar 
Nyckel and Minuit’s disappearance. When the 
timelines are completed students should get 
together with a partner and begin to identify cause 
and effect relationships (i.e. What key events led to 
New Sweden being taken over by the Dutch? 

� During the class wide debriefing a timeline should 
be completed and cause & effect relationships 
identified. 
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What do you believe was the most 
important cause of the fall of New 
Sweden? Support your answer with 
evidence. 

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid cause with accurate 

and relevant evidence.  
� 1 – This response gives a valid cause with an 

inaccurate, irrelevant, or no evidence. 
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� Students will use the graphic organizer from Strategy 

2.3, the story map from strategy 2. 4, and the timeline 
from strategy 2.5 to identify the short range vs. long 
range causes for the rise of New Sweden. 

� Students should first complete the T-charts 
independently. 

� Then students will get together with a partner to discuss 
their findings. 

� Afterward each pair should merge with another pair to 
create groups of four and share out their findings. At that 
point the group should also determine the short range 
vs. long range causes for the Fall of New Sweden.
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� Short Range vs. Long Range Causes for           
the Rise of New Sweden

Minuit was released as the 
director of New Amsterdam
The King died leaving 
Oxenstierna to rule since the 
Queen was so young 

Oxenstierna wanted to 
expand international trade. 

Long RangeShort Range
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� Short Range vs. Long Range Causes for          
the Fall of New Sweden

New Sweden did not have 
the people or supplies to 
fight the Dutch.

Stuyvesant and his men 
invaded New Sweden 
when the Swedes 
captured Fort Casimir. 

Long RangeShort Range
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Why might it be useful to consider both 
long term and short term causes of 
events? Explain your answer.  

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid reason with an accurate 

and relevant explanation.  
� 1 – This response gives a valid reason with an 

inaccurate, irrelevant, or no explanation.
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· How should historical 
sources be used to look for 
change? 

1655
1772
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� Students should individually take some time to 

complete the first column of a KWL chart focusing 
on the question:

� How can historical sources such as artifacts and 
documents be used to look for change?

L
What I learned

W
What I want to know

K
What I know
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� Students will revisit the KWL chart prior to 
strategy five and complete the “L” column.
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� Students will break into groups of three or four. Each g roup will 

analyze artifacts and documents from a different regi on, 
society, or theme. For instance, one group might take a look at 
town maps & photos to show change over time. Another  group 
might look at schools built in Delaware over a long p eriod of 
time. A third group could analyze changes in transporta tion.

� Potential Sources for this activity include:
� Library of Congress – Colonial & Early America Primary Source Sets: 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/colonial-
america/set.html

� Library of Congress – Summertime and Recreation Primary Source Sets: 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/themes/summertime/set.htm
l

� Library of Congress – Baseball Cards Collection: 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/bbhtml/bbhome.html

� Delaware Public Archives – Photograph Exhibits 
http://archives.delaware.gov/exhibits/photograph/index.shtml

� University of Delaware – Delaware Postcard Collection 
http://fletcher.lib.udel.edu/collections/dpc/index.htm
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� Regardless of theme, all groups will first look at the artifacts

individually and answer for each:
� What can you learn from each artifact and document?
� What can’t you learn from each artifact and documen t? (i.e. What are 

the limits of what you can learn?)
� Then the students should chronologically arrange the artifacts and 

documents. After they are arranged the group should answer the following:
� What changed? What didn’t change? Why? How do you k now?
� For instance, when looking at pictures of schools built in Delaware over a 

long period of time ask: “How can you tell which are the most recently built? 
Size is certainly a factor. The cost of building a school is another. The 
changing activities in school are another factor. Years ago there were no 
gym classes nor sports nor driver education. If an addition was ever built to 
your school, have the students analyze why it was needed.” (Delaware 
Social Studies Clarifications Document)

� What patterns (or trends) are there? What links the  documents 
together?



��	����������	�
�������

� How did these primary sources help you research change over 
time? Support your answer with an example. 

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid explanation with an accurate and relevant example.  
� 1 – This response gives a valid explanation with an inaccurate, irrelevant, or no 

example.  

� Or, what other documents or artifacts could you use to show 
change over time. Be sure to explain the change that could be 
shown. 

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid document or artifact with an accurate and relevant 

explanation.  
� 1 – This response gives a valid document or artifact with an inaccurate, irrelevant, or 

no explanation. 
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� Begin the strategy by asking the class if buildings  could be used 
as an artifact to look for change over time. Using their own school 
building students should brainstorm information tha t they can 
learn about their communities using the school buil ding. When 
was it built? Have any additions been made? Why or why not? 
Why is it located where it is? Etc.

� Once students realize that they can learn about com munities using 
buildings ask them to predict what type of houses a nd buildings 
were first built in New Sweden. After brainstorming  ask students
to think about what they know about the history of American log 
cabins. Share with the students that log cabins ori ginated in 
Finland and the first log cabins in America were ac tually built in 
New Sweden. 

� Then either project onto a screen or distribute a c opy of the photo 
of an early Swedish log cabin located in Darby Cree k; Delaware 
County, PA.
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� NOTE: A log cabin is 

currently situated at the site 
of Fort Christina; however, it 
is not original to the site. A 
photo of the cabin and an 
explanation of how the 
cabin arrived at the site can 
be found at: 
http://www.delawareonline.c
om/article/20071106/NEWS
/71106009/1006/NEWS/The
-backstory-on-Fort-Christina
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� Have students get together and each draw a log cabin. Afterward 
they should answer:

� Prior to this lesson did you know that the first log cabin in 
America was built in New Sweden? 
� If you did know this, how did you learn about it?
� If you didn’t know this why do you think you had never learned 

this before? 
� How were the resources in Delaware similar to the resources in 

Sweden & Finland? (i.e. What do you need to build a log cabin?)
� Do many log cabins still exist in Delaware? Why or why not?
� How did the Swedish log cabin influence American history? 
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At the conclusion of the activity a debriefing 
should take place that focuses on the 
questions:

� What might cause building styles to change 
over time? 

� How do the buildings in our towns show 
change over time?
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How does your house or apartment show 
change over time? Support your answer with 
an example.  

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid explanation with an 

accurate and relevant example.    
� 1 – This response gives a valid explanation with an 

inaccurate, irrelevant, or no example.



"	

������		������	�$�)����
�'�	�����������	������
"	��������������4	��


Using the students’ previous 
knowledge from Lessons 
One and Two students 
should in pairs answer the 
following:

� What scene do you think is 
depicted in this painting? 
What is your evidence?

� What may have caused this 
event to occur?

� What may have been an 
effect of this event?

� How might this event have 
changed

Stanley Arthurs’ painting entitled 
The Landing of the Swedes and 
Finns is one of the most well 
known graphics associated with 
the colony of New Sweden.
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Why might a historian use this painting to 
help students understand how the colony 
of New Sweden began? Explain your 
answer.

Rubric
� 2 – This response gives a valid reason with an accurate 

and relevant explanation.   
� 1 – This response gives a valid reason with an 

inaccurate, irrelevant, or no explanation. 
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� Students will break into groups of three or four. 

Each group will analyze artifacts and documents 
found in Handouts 3.5A to 3.5 L . Then the students 
should chronologically arrange the artifacts and 
documents. 

� Dates are not included on the documents so 
students will need to analyze, use clues, and make 
inferences to determine their ordering. Students can 
then correct their arrangements after the teacher 
reveals the dates. This is a common and well-
regarded task in the literature, used to see IF and 
WHEN students are able to create chronologies. 
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Letter by Peter Minuit to Swedish Chancellor Axel Oxenstie rna,        

suggesting the establishment of a new colony in Nor th America.

As navigation makes kingdoms and countries thrive a nd in the West Indies 
[North America] many places gradually come to be oc cupied by the
English, Dutch, and French, I think the Swedish Cro wn ought not to stand 
back and refrain from having her name spread widely , also in foreign 
countries; and to that end I the undersigned, wish to offer my services to 
the Swedish Crown to set out modestly on what might , by God’s grace, 
become something great within a short time [emphasi s added]. 

Firstly, I have suggested to Mr. Pieter Spiering [Sp iring, Swedish Ambassador 
to the Hague] to make a journey to the Virginias, N ew Netherland and other 
places, in which regions certain places are well kn own to me, with a very 
good climate, which could be named Nova Sweediae [Ne w Sweden]…. 

Your Excellency’s faithful servant, 
Pieter Minuit

Amsterdam, 15 June 1636
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Courtesy of the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation Archives



HANDOUT 3.5C

Image Courtesy of SatPrint.com
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Map of the Dutch 
Siege of Fort Christina 
(1655) by Thomas 
Campanius Holm



"�#�$���%&'� “The Rocks” Historical Marker, early 20th Century
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Courtesy of the Kalmar 
Nyckel Foundation
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This is a photo of “the Rocks.”

In the photo is a three-masted
schooner tied up alongside the 
Rocks. It is not the Kalmar 
Nyckel .  Many of the rocks were 
blasted away when the Christina 
River was widened. 

Courtesy of the Delaware Public 
Archives, Dover , Delaware .
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Courtesy of the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation

Launch of Kalmar Nyckel – the 
reconstruction of Peter Minuit’s famous 

flagship – into the Christina River
Kalmar Nyckel Foundation Shipyard

7th Street Peninsula
Wilmington, Delaware
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Historic Log Cabin, 
Fort Christina State Park

This 24-by-18 foot log cabin was 
built in the 1750s and is
considered to be the oldest 
surviving log cabin in the state of 
Delaware.  Built at Prices Corner, 
the cabin was moved to Fort 
Christina State Park in the 
1950s.  The site honors the first 
two log cabins built in America 
and the Swedish and Finnish 
settlers who first introduced the 
log construction technique to the
Western hemisphere.

Photo Courtesy of Delaware 
Public Archives, 1974
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After they are arranged the group should answer the 

following:
� What caused you to place one item before the 

other?
� What are some clues that people can use to 

organize historical materials chronologically?
� What changed from the first item to the last? What 

stayed the same? Why? How do you know?
� What patterns are there? What links the documents 

together?
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After students have analyzed the sources as a 
group and answered the questions, each 
student should write a brief essay or create a 
mini-museum display which answers the 
question: 

� How can the historical sources provided 
be used to look for change in the history 
of the site first known as New Sweden? 
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� Field Trip opportunities 
to the Kalmar Nyckel 
are encouraged to 
make this colonization 
experience come to life 
for the students. 
Information can be 
found at: 
http://www.kalmarnyck
el.org/schooltrips.asp .

� For more information on any 
of our educational offerings or 
to plan a unique educational 
experience, please contact 
our Senior Historian/Director 
of Education, Sam Heed: 

Email: 
sheed@kalmarnyckel.org
Phone: 302-429-7447”


